
August 26, 1985 

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Cal i forn ia ,  S.F. 
School o f  Medicine 
Dept. o f  Microbiology & 

San Francisco, CA 94143 
Immunology 

RE: Taxonomy on the A IDS v i r u s  

Dear Dr .  Varmus, 

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  o f  August 12th i n q u i r i n g  about my thoughts 
regarding a name f o r  the "AIDS v i rus".  The word "AIDS",  comes w i t h  much 
p o l i t i c a l ,  media and psychological "baggage"; I shy away from using t h a t  
name ( "A IDS v i rus " )  when discussing the v i r u s  w i t h  pat ients.  
I have been involved d i r e c t l y  w i t h  the diagnosis and/or care o f  17 pa t i en ts  
w i t h  AIDS, and have 80 o r  so other immune compromised pa t i en ts  i n  my 
pract ice.  I use the abbreviat ions HTLV-I11 and/or LAV i n  descr ib ing 
t o  pat ients  the cause f o r  t h e i r  immune compromised status. People seem 
t o  accept t h i s  complex medical term (HTLV-I11 o r  LAV) wi thout  too much 
panic; then I go on t o  expla in  t h a t  i t  "plays the major r o l e "  i n  developing 
the disease we r e f e r  t o  as "AIDS" - and t h a t  "AIDS" i s  an umbrella term 
f o r  a disease t h a t  presents i n  many ways. 

As o f  today, 

I t i s  my personal conv i c t i on  t h a t  the word "AIDS" should be l e f t  ou t  
of the name f o r  t h i s  v i rus.  

Sincerely, 

David B. McEwan, M.D. 
Chief, Fami l y  Medicine 
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